THE TYPIFICATION OF XANTHOCFPHALUM 

(COMPOSITAE) 
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Tile KtMuis Xdnthorcphahini was described by VVilldenow 
in 1807 (Ges. Naturf. Fr. Berlin Mag\ 1:140. 1807) based 
on material collected and described by Humboldt. In the 
oi'iginal desciMption, which was very short and not diag¬ 
nostic ot any species, no specific name was giv^en. Kunth 
(Humboldt, Bonpland and Kunth, Nov. Gen. et Sp. PI. 
4:810. 1820) reteri'ed the species X. crntai(roides (without 
a description) to Willdenow’s descrii)tion, stating that he 
had not seen any material of it. This is the first specific 
epithet ascribed to X<infhoccphaluni, and was considered by 
me (Rhodora 08:151-104. 1901) as the type species. Never¬ 
theless, in the same work Kunth desci’ibed the new genus 
X((nth()ronia with one species A', humilv HBK. (= Xantho- 
cephdluni huniile (HBK.) Sch. Bip. ex Hemsley), and re¬ 
described A". (‘('ntaNroide.s as Pyrethrd.ni hoifplriridiauiini- 
Kunth. Since 1 was unable to see type matei’ial there was 
some doubt as to the identity of X. C(’nf(iuroidc,^. Further¬ 
more, there was the possibility, in case no original material 
was extant, that XiinthoccplKiluni would have to be 

abandoned as a “nomen confusum” and have to be replaced 
by XanfhoconKL 

During the last summer 1 had an opjiortunity to visit and 
study at the Botanisches Museum in Berlin-Dahlem' where 
the Willdenow herbaidum is deposited, in it a specimen (see 
Fig. 1) of Xanthocephaluni (VVdlldenow no. 10523), col¬ 
lected by Humboldt is preserved. In the ujjper left hand 
comer is the annotation of Willdenow (see Schlechtendahl, 
Flora 15:501-507. 1832) “Syngenesia fiaistranea, Xantho- 
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etail of the type specimen of A’^. centaiiroidvi^ (Willdenow 


no. 16523, B) 

















184 


Rhodora 


[Vol. 67 


sumably copied from the back of the original sheet, where 
Willdenow used to write the precedence of his material (see 
again Schlechtendahl, 1832). There is also a copy of the 
original diagnosis affixed after Willdenow’s death by 
Schlechtendahl, and a later annotation by Schulz-Bipontinus, 
where Xanfhocephalum (Pyrethrum) boyipUvndianum 
(HBK.) DC is equated to X. ccntauroides. A last annotation 
“Pyrethrum Bonplandianum Kunth” could not be traced to 
its author. 

It is clear, that this specimen is the type of Xanthoce- 
phalum centauroides Willd. ex HBK. (Nov. Gen. et Sp. 
4:312. 1820), and that this is the type species of the genus 
as I had concluded in my previous work. Furthermore, it 
confirms Xanfhocoma as a generic synonym provided X. 
huniile is considered a member of Xanfhocephalum. 
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